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ALBANY SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL - SCIENCE TALENT SEARCH WINNERS 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.58 pm]:  I wish to inform members - I am sure 
that as a past student the Premier will be interested also - of the magnificent efforts of the staff and students of 
Albany Senior High School who were among the winners of the prestigious Science Talent Search.  
Congratulations to Arie Wilsher and Anatol Pitt, who were the overall winners in the secondary school category, 
for their project on juvenile fish stocks in Princess Royal Harbour in conjunction with researchers from Edith 
Cowan University, the Department of Water and the Department of Fisheries.  I congratulate also Alexia Drygan 
and Shannon Koster who were awarded for their studies on the way in which antifouling paint that is used on 
boats affects the abundance of copepods.  Copepods are a microscopic crustacean that feed on the algal growth 
on seagrass.  They use the algae and the seagrass as a multidimensional habitat.  Copepods are an important 
biological indicator species to determine the health of the Princess Royal Harbour.  I congratulate Torrin Rowe, 
Simon Gillet and Tiarna Peppal, who were awarded for their work in comparing the effectiveness of different 
antifouling paints that prevent algal growth.  I congratulate also their teacher, Tracy Brothers, whose enthusiasm 
and passion for teaching science helped bring the best out of these students.  Tracy has run a practical, hands-on 
science program for more than six years and continues the good work she started when she taught in Carnarvon.  
By using funding from the South Coast Regional Initiative Planning Team, Tracy has taken students in the field 
to undertake valuable research into the local marine ecosystems, giving the students the practical research skills 
required to produce scientific data that can be used by research scientists.  Albany�s marine environment is one 
of its best assets.  It is fantastic to see the research work done by Albany Senior High School students being 
recognised at this level.   
 


